
IB Course Selection  

Transitioning from Grades 10-11 

“…because you will be amazed at what you can 
accomplish…” 
    
    
    - RS IB Grad 



IB Diploma Programme 
• IB offers academic breadth and depth—IB Diploma students 

take 3 courses at Higher Level and 3 at Standard Level  

 



Courses for Grade 10 Pre IB Grade 11 IB  

Group 2 

Language 

B 

Group 1 

English 

Literature 

A1 

English 10-1 English 20 IB HL  

Language 10 Language 20 IB 

Social Studies 

10 -1 
Social Studies  

20IB HL 

Group 3 

History 

• Chinese Ab initio, SL or HL  

• French B SL 

• Spanish Ab initio 



Courses for 
Grade 10 Pre IB  Grade 11 IB  

Group 4 

Science 
Science 10 

Biology 20IB HL 

Biology 35IB  

Chemistry 20IB SL 

Chemistry 35IB  

Physics 20IB SL/HL 

Physics 35IB  

• Biology HL is mandatory to complete the IB diploma requirement of 3 HL subjects unless a 

student is taking Mandarin HL, Art HL, Theatre HL or Music HL.  

• If a student is not taking a group 6 subject (art or music) they must chose a second science. 

Full DP students are to 
take at least one IB 
Science to a max of 2 IB 
Sciences.  



Courses for Grade 10 Pre IB Grade 11 IB 

Group 5 

Math  

Group 6 

Arts 

Math 10-1 

 
Math 20-1 IB 

 

Math 30-1 IB 

Instrumental Music 

20 IB HL or SL 
Instrumental  

Music 10 

Visual Arts 20 IB 

HL or SL 

Visual Arts 10 

Theatre Arts 20 IB 

HL or SL Theatre Arts10 



IB Diploma Requirements 

1. All Assessment components for each of the 6 subjects are 
completed 

2. Minimum of 28 points with E grade on EE or ToK papers 
3. Score of 24, 25, 26 or 27 points if the following requirements 

have been met: 
 a) Numeric grades have been awarded in all 6 subjects 
 b) CAS is completed 
 c) At least a grade of D has been awarded in ToK and EE 
 d)There is no grade of 1 in any subject 
 e) There is no grade of 2 at a HL 
 f) There is no more than one grade of 2 at SL 
 g) No more than three grades of 3 or below 
 h) At least 12 points have been gained in HL subjects* 
 i) At least 9 points have been gained on SL subjects* 
 j) Not found guilty of academic malpractice by IB Org 





IB Core Requirements – Mandatory for Full IB students; optional for Partial IB students 

Creativity Action & Service (CAS) 
 

• The heart of the Diploma Programme 
• Engaging and Active – great for building 

character and scholarship resumes 
 
 
 

Theory of Knowledge (ToK) 
The gem of the IB Programme 
• Allows students to explore knowledge issues and different ways of knowing 
• Explores the question: What do I know, and how do I know it? 
• Students complete a formal presentation in grade 11  
• Students write an essay on one of six prescribed titles in grade 12.  
•  Essays are due at the end of January .  

 

Extended Essay (EE) 
• A 4000 Word research paper that explores an area of interest 
• Started in grade 11 and completed in Grade 12 (February) 
• Students will visit the U of A library to learn how to do academic research 
• Students have a mentor teacher to help guide them through the process 
 



IB Assessment 

Internal - School 

• projects   

• portfolios 

• presentations 

• performances 

• labs 

• orals 

External – I.B. 

• Examinations 

• Essays 

• Music Investigation 

 

 



University Recognition 

Most universities realize that students who graduate 
with an IB Diploma are more likely to experience 
success in University courses.  
 
Many offer special benefits for IB Diploma students: 
 
• Advanced university credit or placement 
• Scholarship opportunities  
• Student advisors  
• Unconditional acceptance based on predicted IB 

grades for Full Diploma Students 

 





End of Course Selection 



COURSE DETAILS  



Works in Translation – English IB 

• A paper on one of the works in translation 
pieces studied in part 1 of the English course 
(20 -1 IB) 

• 1200-1500 words 
• Students choose their own topics based on 

aspects of the literature that they find 
interesting 
 



English Oral Presentations 
Grade 11  
 
• IOP = Individual Oral Presentation – 

based on one text studied in class – 
open project 

• IO= Interactive Oral-- Students 
work in groups to generate 
discussion around one of the pieces 
studied and then present to the 
class 

• Supervised Writing – reflective 
statement on a previous IO 
discussion- can inform the Works in 
Trans paper 
 

 
 
 

Grade 12 
 
• IOC = Individual Oral 

Commentary – A on-on-one oral 
presentation 

• Student chooses one of 6 
possible samples at random 
(poems)  

• Student has 20 minutes to 
prepare  

• Student presents to teacher for 
about 10 minutes on poem 
focusing on elements studied in 
class 

• Student has 10 minutes to 
discuss one other piece studied 
in depth with  

• Completed in Semester 2   
 
 



Second Language Orals 

• Depending on the level a 
student is taking, 
students will present 
one-on-one with to 
his/her teacher 

 
• Interactive Orals 10% 

• Individual orals 15 % 
• Student gets 15 mins to 

prepare  
• Student talks about the 

picture for about 3 mins 
• Student engages in a 

personal dialogue with 
the teacher in relation to 
the picture chosen and 
concepts covered in class 
for a total of 10 mins 

• Completed in Sem 2 of 
Grade 12  



Written Assignment - Languages 

• A culturally relevant 
research paper  

• Based on the target 
culture – i.e. Spanish, 
Chinese, French 

• Allows for 
comparison between 
student’s culture and 
the target language 
culture 

 

• Word limit varies 
depending on the 
level of the course  

• Advanced levels 
write about 
prescribed topics 

• Completed in sem 2 
of grade 12 

 



Historical Investigation – Social IB 

• Research project on a 
specific topic (1800s to 
modern) 

• Students can choose 
their own topic with 
teacher approval 

• Based on two sources 
which are compared 
and contrasted 

• Practice for finding 
good sources 

• Research fieldtrip to U 
of A to learn how to do 
academic research 

• 1500-2000 words 

• Research may begin in 
grade 11 and the paper 
is completed in 
semester 1 of grade 12 



Group 4 projects – IB Science 

• Students are grouped 
according to the 
sciences they are 
taking: Bio & Chem 
/Chem & Physics etc. 

• Groups are assigned 
a topic – for example:  
Nano-Technology 

• Students must 
research and present 
on how their specific 
science explores that 
topic 

• Create a presentation 
(often a video) and 
present to the class 
(15 minutes) 

• Completed  in grade 
11  

 



Science -  IB Labs 

• Design – students 
design their own labs 
based on an idea 
given by the teacher 
(For example, plant 
germination) 

• Data collection – 
Students decide the 
variables and collect 
the data 

• Conclusion – 
Students draw 
conclusions on that 
data 

• Evaluation – students 
write their findings in 
a lab report and are 
evaluated 

 

 



Math Exploration 

•  A paper that 
explores the 
mathematics 
inherent in any topic 
the student finds 
interesting.   

• approximately 2000 
words (or between 6 
and 7 pages) - 
including math and 
diagrams.  

• Begins in grade 11 
Math at the end of 
Math 30-1 IB 

• Finished in Math 31 
IB in semester 1 of 
grade 12.  

• Externally Assessed 



Group 6 – Music 

External Assessment 

 

• Listening Paper- Four musical 
perception questions 

 

• Musical investigation - A written 
media script of no more than 
2,000 words, investigating the 
significant musical links between 
two (or more) pieces from 
distinct musical cultures Solo or 
Group performance 

Internal Assessment. 

• Students choose one of the 
following options. 

Creating (SLC) 

• Two pieces of coursework, with 
recordings and written work  

Solo performing (SLS) 

• A recording selected from pieces 
presented during one or more 
public performance(s), 
15 minutes  

Group performing (SLG) 

• A recording selected from pieces 
presented during two or more 
public performances, 20–
30 minutes 



Group 6 – Visual Arts 



Group 6 – Theatre Arts 



Scholarships 





Nancy Fairley Scholarship 

  


